rapidity of its fatal course was to be measured, not by days, but by hours. In the two cases I am about to relate, death occurred in one on the eleventh, and in the other on the fourteenth day after delivery. Doubtless the disease was lingering in the constitutions of these women long before their confinement; but in the one case which only I saw before that event, there was no symptom which would have led a practitioner to predict a bad result, either during labour or afterwards.
M. Vidal has attempted to show that the first indication of this disease is to be found in enlargement of the spleen. Thus, of 17 observations, where the duration of this disease has been calculated between the appearance of the splenic tumour and death,?
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